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This special issue of the RC25 ISA Newsletter Summer-2009 is dedicated to the memory our late friend, colleague and mentor, Professor Rodolfo Jacobson. ‘Jake’ as he was fondly known, convened a series of panels on code switching at International Sociological Association congresses, and edited several important collections of groundbreaking code switching research studies, notably “Code Switching Worldwide” (1998) and “Code Switching Worldwide II” (2001). 

Rodolfo Jacobson is acknowledged by another of the world’s leading code switching researchers, Carol Myers Scotton as the originator in the 1970s of the important distinction between 'matrix' and 'embedded' languages in code switching research, which provides the grammatical frame in code-mixed text, and the embedded language, which supplies lexical content in well-known work of 1993  Duelling languages: Grammatical structure in code switching. Oxford, UK: Clarendon Press (Myers Scotton, 1993). 
  

A solid number of Rodolfo Jacobson’s works deal with code switching on data of Spanish and English with a focus on linguistic, pragmatic and societal problems of L1 and L2 usage in a classroom. He was also a pioneer in seeking to integrate linguistic and social approaches to code switching research, as is evident from his studies of Malay-English code switching in the context of Malaysia. That was in Malaysia where his colleagues, friends, former students still like and remember him as a thoughtful scholar and a good-hearted person. He was always open for new ideas and creative cooperations.

That is why the contributors of the Issue on code switching in Malaysia would like to acknowledge his leading contribution to the field. We fondly recall his willingness to share his breadth of knowledge and to spend time with younger researchers, offering them support and encouragement right up to his final departure from Malaysia early in 2006, shortly before his passing. 
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